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GOLF

Tigers 
away for 
weekend 

tournament
BY CHRIS CALDARERA
@Caldarera_TDR

At the tail end of the fall sea-
son, LSU’s men’s golf team is blaz-
ing a hot trail, while the women’s 
team has its eyes on reentering 
national prominence. 

The men’s team is set to com-
pete in The Golf Club of Geor-
gia Collegiate beginning Friday, 
while the women’s team will tee 
off for the final time this fall in the 
Mary S. Kauth Invitational in San 
Antonio on Sunday.

The second-ranked LSU’s 
men’s golf team was victori-
ous in its two previous tourna-
ments, winning the Maui Jim 
Intercollegiate and David Toms                                         
Intercollegiate.

“It’s easy to get complacent 
when you experience early suc-
cess, but we have to keep our fo-
cus on the next tournament,” said 
sophomore Sam Burns. “Focus is 
key when you’re going up against 
good competition.”

The Golf Club of Georgia 
Collegiate will feature 11 teams 
ranked in the top 25 of the Golf-
week/ Sagarin Performance 
Index, including: No. 3 Okla-
homa State, No. 4 Auburn, No. 
7 Wake Forest, No. 11 Oklaho-
ma, No. 13 Stanford and No. 20                                                                
Southern California.

FOOTBALL

BY JOSH THORNTON
@JoshuaThornton_

LSU junior quarterback Danny Etling 
and interim coach Ed Orgeron didn’t see 
it coming.

As Etling warmed up on the field be-
fore the Tigers romped Southern Miss 
45-10 Saturday, the 55-year-old coach 
asked Etling a revealing question.

“What’s up, scout team quarterback?” 
Orgeron said to Etling. “Who would’ve 
thought this would happen a year ago?” 
the coach added.

Etling, who is from Terre Haute, 
Indiana, transferred from Purdue Uni-
versity in search of a fresh start and is 
now LSU’s starting quarterback beside 
Orgeron, a coach who’s been through 
the highs and lows and is now the man 
in charge — on an interim basis — for 

LSU’s football team.
Orgeron is three weeks deep as head 

man at LSU, and his staff has already 
made history.

In his first game versus Missouri, the 
Tigers tallied 634 yards of total offense 
— a record against a Southeastern Con-
ference opponent. Orgeron is the first 
coach in LSU football history to win his 
first two games by more than 30 points 
or more. 

Orgeron, a former Ole Miss head 
coach, has “switched up” the culture 
around LSU’s facility — practices are 
shorter and themed. 

He’s also learned from mishaps and 
mistakes during his short stint as the 
Rebels’ coach.

“I tried to change the things that I 
normally would do as a defensive line 
coach,” he said. “Those techniques that 
I used to create some of the best defen-
sive lines in the country did not work as 
a head coach. But there were applauders 
of a defensive line coach. I had to get out 
of that mode and get more into the head 

coach and delegate and not be the hard 
butt on the staff.”

Now, everything has come full circle 
for Orgeron. The Louisiana native is back 
at LSU where he walked on as a player 
before eventually leaving the team be-
cause he was homesick.

The gauntlet of facing five-straight 
ranked opponents with a combined re-
cord of 26-6, begins with a revisit from 
his former employer: Ole Miss.

The past is the past, Orgeron said. 
His 10-25 record as a Rebel is nothing 

to reminisce about. 
“I don’t have many memories of that 

place that I want to remember,” the Ti-
gers’ coach said. “I kind of just let it go, 
and I moved forward, and I’m glad to be 
an LSU Tiger, I tell you that.”

Fresh off of a seven-year stint at the 
University of Southern California, the 
then-43-year-old Orgeron accepted a job 
as the Rebels’ head coach.

The Orgeron era at Ole Miss abruptly 

see ORGERON, page 5

Orgeron’s future began after disappointing past at Ole Miss

Derrius Guice is no longer a 
secret in college football.

Leonard Fournette’s 2015 
Heisman campaign made it pos-
sible to overlook the 5-foot-11, 
212-pound pinball during his 
freshman season, despite his 8.5 
yard per carry statline, a 161-
yard performance and a 50-yard 
end-around touchdown showcas-
ing his breakaway speed on na-
tional TV.

Junior fullback J.D. Moore 
said Guice’s next-level talent has 
always been at LSU’s disposal 
— Fournette’s ailing ankle just 
opened the door for him to seize 
the day and put his name on the 
map.

And carpe diem he has. The 
sophomore leads the nation with 
9.1 yards per carry, more than 

half a yard more than the No. 2 
back, and his resume entering 
this weekend features back-to-
back games with 163 and 162 
yards with five touchdowns.

For Moore, that translates to 
frustration for opposing defenses, 
because whether Fournette is in-
jured or taking a breather, they 
never have a break from defend-
ing one of the country’s most dy-
namic running backs.

“There is no relaxation from 
a defender’s standpoint now,” 
Moore said. “We wouldn’t ideally 
want to have Leonard sit out these 
games. [But] it’s been effective for 
us to have Darrel and Derrius run 
the way they have so that when he 
comes back, he’ll be another bul-
let in the chamber.”

That bullet will be back in 

Leonard Fournette, Derrius Guice 
set to tag team 

Ole Miss defense

‘BULLET

LSU coach reflects on 
changes since stint at Ole Miss

BY JACOB HAMILTON | @jac0b_hamilt0n
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ZOE GEAUTHREAUX / The Daily Reveille

LSU interim head coach Ed Orgeron breaks from a brief 
huddle during a timeout on Oct. 15 during the Tigers’ 45-10 
victory against the Golden Eagles at Tiger Stadium.
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